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I have taught 2nd-year and 3rd-year undergraduate macroeconomics courses as a lecturer (equivalent of 
Assistant Professor) at Auckland University of Technology since July, 2017. In the past, I have taught at 
the SHU-UTS SILC Business School (SILC)1, Shanghai University, China during 2005-2010, and the 
Economics Discipline Group, Business School of University of Technology, Sydney (UTS), Australia 
during 2011-2012.  I practice several important principles when I teach.  

1. Always be well prepared, and teach in a fun and relaxing way 

From my teaching experience in China and Australia, I realize that being well-prepared is fundamental to 
teaching, and a fun and relaxing teaching style will multiply the effects of teaching.  

This first came to my attention when I prepared for new courses such as International Trade, International 
Economics and International Business in SILC during 2005-2006. I realized that, to teach a course well, a 
teacher may have to be ten times knowledgeable than her students. However, for students, they also wish 
to be taught in a fun and relaxing way. To achieve both aims, I tried writing lecture notes by myself, 
instead of using slides attached with the textbooks. I covered different topics in this course with plenty of 
examples, cases, videos, and jokes! For example, in the beginning of International Trade, I used a video 
clip on Netherlands, from a series of documentary: the Rise of the Great Nations. It talked about how 
international trade played an important role in the process of Netherlands rising as a great nation in the 
17th Century. This video clip greatly inspired students’ interests in the subject of International Trade. In 
addition, various examples and cases helped students to understand different regulations and practices in 
international trade. Soon my hard work paid off. My excellence in teaching was recognised with a SILC 
Teaching Award in 2006, which was awarded to only two top lecturers among the whole faculty of about 
seventy members. In 2007, when I taught International Settlement and International Trade, I got an 
average rating 4.32 out of 5.00 from student feedback surveys (see Appendix).  

2. Blend teaching with research, and teach with passion and open mind  

I believe there is a fundamental link among teaching, research and learning. Teaching is drawn on 
research, experiences and real life applications. It is an act of disseminating knowledge. Research is about 
creating new knowledge, by discoveries, innovations and visions, leading to relevance for the real world, 
to eventually improve human life. As such, teaching results from a great deal of history of effort put into 
research, and these two are intrinsically related. As an academic, I constantly seek to increase knowledge 
through research, and to disseminate it by teaching.  When teaching in SILC, I tried to blend my research 
in international economics with my teaching in relevant courses.   

As an academic, I also find that the best way to teach with passion is to teach by drawing from my own 
research, and use teaching to revisit basic concepts underlying my research projects. Students always wish 
to be taught by a passionate and open-minded teacher. That’s what I expect as a student, and also what my 
students expect when I teach. Only when a lecturer teaches with passion, it is possible that her students 

                                                            
1 SILC is a joint business school between Shanghai University, China and University of Technology Sydney, Australia. Most of the courses 
are taught in English.  Here is its website: http://www.shusilc.shu.edu.cn/Default.aspx?tabid=18599 . 
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will resonate with enthusiasm to learn and think. In addition, I find that, to inspire students to think 
critically, it is important that a teacher herself is open-minded and easy-going during the teaching. 

3. Teach economic/business courses with a strong linkage with the real world 

When I taught in China and Australia, my students were undergraduate students from business schools. 
These students expect to not only learn about general theories of economics and business courses, but also 
the particularities of the real world. This is also what the workplace requires of them. Therefore, I tried to 
satisfy this kind of expectation by blending a lot of practical material with the teaching of theories and 
regulations. 

When I taught courses such as International Trade and International Settlement, I provided students 
information on all types of job certificates in the areas of international trade and international banking. For 
business students, it is important to have good communication skills. In the courses such as International 
Business and International Trade, I divided students into groups, and provided various topics for them, or 
let them pick one by themselves, to make presentations during the teaching weeks. SILC students have 
benefited from group studying and presentations so much that they became very successful in the job 
market for business students. I was delighted to have contributed to this. 

When I taught International Risk Management and Insurance during 2008-2010, I taught it with Mr. Hugh 
Morries from UTS. This was a course introduced from UTS, in which most of materials and cases were 
about Australia. Hugh and I spent a lot of time together to collect materials and cases on China, and put 
them into this course. This course was proved to be very popular among students, due to the strong China 
focus. I followed similar principles when I taught at UTS during 2011 to 2012. In Introductory 
Econometrics, I tried to teach those abstract theories and rules in econometrics by using a lot of examples 
and exercises from the real world. I also taught them hand by hand how to use Eviews, an econometrics 
package. 

 

Appendix:  Student Teaching Survey Results at SILC in 2007

 

*: This is the only survey table I can find after quite a few years passed.   

**: This column only shows information for courses which have ranking in top 10 from student survey feedbacks. In 2007, 
the survey result on one of my class, “International Settlement”, was top 10 among a total number of 184 courses at SILC.  

所授课程Subject 学生性质 
Class

课程容量 
No. in 
class

人数 No. 
in Survey 

姓名 
Teacher

Q1.教师做

了充分的课
前准备 The 
teacher is 

well-
prepared 
and well-
organized 
fir class.

Q2. 
教师准时
上、下课 

The 
teacher 
begins 
and ends 
the class 
on time.

Q3. 
教师清楚

地表达 
The teacher 
gives clear 

instructions
.

Q4. 
PPT演示

文件很清

楚并对我

有帮助 
The 

PowerPoi
nt slides 
are clear 

and 
helpful to 

me.

Q5. 
当我不理解课

程内容时，教

师鼓励我问问

题时，教师鼓

励我问问题，

并积极应对 
The teacher 

encourages me 
to ask questions 

when I don't 
understand 
something 

Q6. 
教师对于

该课程内

容的讲授

教得有兴

趣并有所

帮助 The 
teacher 

makes the 
lessons 

useful and 
intersesting

.

Q7. 
教师可以通

过有用的例

子来解释课

程的概念和

理论 The 
teacher gives 

useful 
examples to 
explain the 
meaning of 

course 
concepts and 

theory.

Q8. 
课程内容基

本遵守开学

时所下发的

课程大纲 
The class 
content 

basically 
follows the 

course 
outline 

provided at 
the beginning 
of the term.

Q9. 
教师能够控

制课堂，并

能够在课堂

上营造良好

的教学气氛 
The teacher 
can control 
the class 
well, and 

the tecahing 
environment 
is good for 

study.

综合平均分Av
erage of Q1-9 
（满分：5  

Full score: 5)

评价 Comments from Students

排名/总课数  
Ranking in 
the total 
amount of 
courses**

国际结算 
International 
Settlement

04国经贸 (04 
International 
Economics and 
Trade Major)

89 49

肖筱林 
Sylvia 
Xiaolin 
Xiao

4.80 4.65 4.65 4.47 4.41 4.39 4.49 4.61 4.37 4.54

例子多，上课有激情，耐心负责
，讲解清楚  The teacher 
provides plenty of examples 
and cases. Teach with great 
passion and  patience, and 
explain everything very 
clearly. 

10 / 184

国际结算 
International 
Settlement

04国经贸 (04 
International 
Economics and 
Trade Major)

90 48

肖筱林 
Sylvia 
Xiaolin 
Xiao

4.40 4.43 4.49 4.38 4.30 4.26 4.49 4.51 4.30 4.39

准备充分，内容充实，讲解清楚  
The teacher is well prepared 
with plenty of materials. 
Explain everything very 
clearly.

国际贸易实务 
International 
Trade

05商务(05 
International 
Business 
Major)

85 50

肖筱林 
Sylvia 
Xiaolin 
Xiao

4.26 4.12 4.08 4.06 3.98 4.08 4.14 3.98 3.64 4.04

备课充分，认真负责，希望能减
少课堂测验次数, 
不然学生压力太大. The teacher 
is well prepared, very 
responsible and patient. Wish 
to have fewer quizs. Too many 
quizs during this course, 
which causes pressure to 
students. 

2007 教学反馈综合评价表  Subject and Teacher Evaluation Results in 2007 *


